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PRESS RELEASE – FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
7 November 2008
Cash grant boost for new advocacy service
Mind in Taunton and West Somerset are celebrating a new large grant this week that will enable them to set up and run a brand new, much needed advocacy service across Taunton Deane and West Somerset.
The £106,311 grant was made by Comic Relief following a stringent round of applications and interviews and will fully fund the new service for three years. The project will be aimed at anyone in emotional distress or with any kind of existing mental health problem who needs extra help understanding or accessing services. It will empower service users to have more of a say in the decisions affecting their day to day lives.
Stuart Hooper, Chief Executive of Mind in Taunton and West Somerset said “We are delighted at receiving this funding from Comic Relief for a really important service. Advocacy ensures that everyone gets the same access to services and their voices heard. We know there is a real need for this type of support and we are thrilled that we can now provide what is needed.”

The next step for the project will be to recruit a steering committee, Project Manager and a team of volunteer advocates. Mind in Taunton and West Somerset would love to hear from anyone with an interest in advocacy who would like to get more involved with this new and exciting project. For more information you can call the office on 01823 334906 or email Jo on JoM@mindtws.org.uk 
· ENDS –
Contact - Jo Middleton, Development Manager, Mind in Taunton and West Somerset
Phone: 01823 334906
Email: jom@mindtws.org.uk
Notes to editors

· Mind in Taunton and West Somerset is a local mental health charity that aims to provide high quality information and support services to local people experiencing mental and emotional distress.

· Mind in Taunton and West Somerset runs an out of hours telephone helpline called Mindline, open Wednesday, Friday and Saturday evenings from 8pm-mignight. Mindline’s number is 01823 276892.
· More information about Mind in Taunton and West Somerset can be found on our website at www.mindtws.org.uk
